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	Objective

APEC Economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

(a) Ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies; 

(b) Align APEC economies' mandatory and voluntary standards with international standards;

(c) Achieve mutual recognition among APEC economies of conformity assessment in regulated and voluntary sectors; and 

(d) Promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) develop, by the end of 1997, the sections of its Action Plan related to alignment with international standards, taking into account the outcomes of the case studies in the four priority areas (electrical and electronic appliances, food labelling, plastic products and rubber products) as well as developments in further priority areas to be considered in 1996;

(b) participate actively in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies such as the International Organization for Standardisation (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and the Codex Alimentarius Commission in accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

(c) pursue mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral mutual recognition arrangements, which might at a later stage provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements in particular sectors, endeavoring to complete a pilot project on food products in 1997 and to develop an arrangement on information exchange on toy safety in 1996; and

(d) consider participation in the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre) and the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) by 2005 in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties.



	Collective Actions

APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.



	Chile’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2001

Chile's policy for the preparation, adoption and application of standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures is based on (i) non-interference with the free operation of markets and freedom of trade; (ii) non-discriminatory treatment between domestic and foreign products and between foreign products; (iii) the use of international standards as a basis for national standards, when possible; and (iv) transparency.

The responsibility for implementing and administering the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade lies with the Foreign Trade Department of the Ministry of Economy.

-
The main institution in charge of the preparation and adoption of standards (voluntary) is the National Standardization Institute (INN).  The INN has also established the National Accreditation System, which is a voluntary system of accreditation of laboratories and certification bodies and auditors. 

-
Technical regulations are mandatory and the authority to issue them lies with the Ministry or other government body with competence in the specific area to be regulated.  Such regulations take the form of Decrees or Resolutions, as appropriate, and are published in the Official Gazette.  A list of regulatory agencies has been provided to SCSC and incorporated in the APEC Secretariat webpage. 

In 1997, the Ministry of Economy established the National Commission on Technical Barriers to Trade.  Its main objective is to coordinate the government agencies that issue technical standards and regulations to improve the enforcement of the TBT Agreement and to review the national policy on the matter to promote a national quality system for the economy. Under the aegis of this Commission, the SCSC agenda is being discussed so as to have a national position.


In the respective Free Trade Agreements with Mexico and Peru, Chile has included compromises on Measures Related to Standardization.  Chile has also signed an Agreement on Measures Related to Standardization with Bolivia.  In all of these cases, the compromises include disciplines that extend beyond the TBT Agreement provisions in areas such as transparency, equivalence, mutual recognition, and risk assessment.  In addition, the Canada-Chile FTA and the Mexico-Chile FTA include provisions on this area in the telecommunication sector. Chile and Mercosur  have also established a Working Group on Technical Regulations in three sectors: pharmaceutical products, cosmetics and food. In the  negotiations of an FTA with Central America, a special chapter on this subject was developed. Finally, in the negotiations of an FTA with the Unites States, the European  Union and the EFTA States, this topic is being developed. 


In 1997, Congress approved a Law that creates a system of official certification of conformance for exports.  This Law has the purpose of complying with official certification requirements of foreign countries, as well as with those that originate in international agreements.  This law entrusts the administration of the accreditation system to a private entity, which al present is the INN.

Transparency

-
A database exists with all national official standards and this information is available to the public.

-
Chile notifies to the WTO the technical standards and regulations, pursuant to the obligations established in the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade.

-
The preparation of standards is carried out in accordance with the Code of Good Practice of the TBT Agreement criteria.  Standards are adopted through a process of consensus-building among the parties interested to participate from both public and private sectors; the public consultation process is announced in one of the major newspaper, and the text of standards are made available to anyone requesting them.  Once standards have been approved by the INN Council, they are usually given official status (remaining voluntary) by the relevant Ministry by means of Decrees or Resolutions, and are published in the Official Gazette. 

-
INN Standards are usually based on international standards (ISO, IEC and CODEX).

-
A large number of technical regulations are based on INN standards.  In accordance with specific laws, some INN standards are given mandatory application when they are given official status.  In addition, the competent regulatory agency may give mandatory application to INN voluntary standards, if it so determines. 

Alignment of standards with international standards

-
Chile signed the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade of the Tokyo Round in 1980.  The Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade of the Uruguay Round came into force as a Law in Chile on May 1995.  In September 1995, the National Standardization Institute (INN) adopted the Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards.

-
In accordance with the aforementioned, Chilean policy is oriented towards the adoption of technical standards and regulations based on international standards.

-
Certain international standards are considered inadequate for Chile.  These include, for example, standards regarding seismic designs and structures because of local seismic conditions.

-
Chile has 2,265 voluntary standards.  Roughly 76% of them are based on international standards.

-
Chile is member of the International Standards Organization (ISO) through the INN. INN also participates as a member of SIM, IAAC, and COPANT.   

-
Chile participates in the CODEX Alimentarius Commission.  In 1997, the National Committee of the Codex Alimentarius was institutionalized, with the participation of the Ministries of Health, Agriculture, Economy and Foreign Affairs, as well as representatives of the food industry, academic sector and consumers.

Mutual recognition of conformity assessment

Voluntary area

-
There are no mutual recognition arrangements with accreditation systems of other countries because the Chilean Accreditation System is in a developing stage.

Regulated area

-
The Superintendency of Electricity and Fuels (SEC) recognizes test results and certification from a specified list of organizations from the United States, Germany, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Austria, Switzerland, England, Canada, Japan, Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Belgium.  The organizations interested in having this recognition may request to SEC to be included in that list after compliance with some requirements.

-
Through Recognition Agreements, the United States, Canada and the European Union recognize the Certification for exports of fishery products by the National Fisheries Service of Chile.

-
Through Recognition Agreements, the United States and Mercosur recognize the Certification for exports of specific food products by the Agriculture and Cattle Service.

Cooperation for technical infrastructure development

-
Chile is developing the National Metrology System. It is also creating a Metrology Network, in order to solve in the short term, the problems related to measurement standards, calibration, and traceability. INN has developed a National Metrology Network, which in its preliminary stage has already authorized six magnitudes, force, length, mass, pressure, electrical magnitudes and temperature.

-
The INN has cooperation agreements for technical infrastructure development with the European Union , Italy and France.
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	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	
	
	

	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	
	
	

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	
	
	

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	
	

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	
	

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	
	
	

	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	
	
	

	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	
	
	

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	
	
	

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	
	
	

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	
	
	

	Participate in relevant international fora


	
	
	

	Other activities


	
	
	


	Improvements in Chile’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996
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	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	
	

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	
	

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	
	

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	
	

	Participate in relevant international fora


	
	

	Other Activities


	
	


� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)





